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dared oppose him/' In his city, his diocese, and his duchy of Westphalia
he made his authority felt effectively; elsewhere he could not exercise
such a direct control; the independent sovereignty of the princes had
already become too firmly established. He did what he could by a policy
of maintaining the landfrieden, and the years of his administration are
remarkable for the absence of any serious feuds. Pacemfirmisslmam eldboravit*
In his foreign policy Engelbert was less successful; this was chiefly due
to the fact that Frederick took a more lively interest in the relations of
the Empire with her neighbours than he did in her purely domestic con-
cerns, and his views frequently did not coincide with those of his repre-
sentative in Germany. The power of Denmark under Waldemar II had
increased to an alarming extent; she had occupied the German territory
north of the Elbe including the two important towns of Hamburg and
Liibeck, and her conquests were recognised by treaty in 1214; the whole
area of German colonisation along the Baltic coast was threatened. By
a bold but treacherous stroke the Count of Schwerin succeeded in capturing
the Danish king and his son in the island of Lyoe near Fiinen (6 May 1223)
and thrust them into prison at Danneberg. Although the method of
capture was generally disapproved, the opportunity of using it to the
advantage of the Empire was too good to be neglected. The government
therefore immediately took steps to induce the count to hand over the
royal prisoners. This was achieved at Nordhausen in September. Frederick
had already intimated in a letter to the Bishop of Hildesheim his general
consent to the policy of using the occasion for the recovery of the lands
beyond the Elbe; but difficulties arose owing to the intervention of the
Pope, to whom the Danes had appealed* He ordered the count to release
his prisoners unconditionally under pain of excommunication. The atti-
tude of Honorius seems to have modified Frederick's views, for Herman
of Salza, who acted as his representative in the matter, ultimately negotiated
a treaty (July 1224), the terms of which were far more lenient than those
contemplated in the preliminaries at Nordhausen; they were however
rejected by the Danes, and Waldemar remained a prisoner, while Nordal-
bingia was slowly reconquered by the counts of the district. The Danish
leader, Albert of Orlamiinde, was defeated at Molb, Hamburg and
Liibeck were recovered, and Waldemar was forced to submit to the terms
demanded by the Count of Schwerin: the lands north of the Elbe were sur-
rendered unconditionally and the king's ransom was fixed at 45,000 marks
of silver. But Waldemar was no sooner at liberty than he appealed to
the Pope to release him from the terms to which he had agreed. The
Pope promptly complied with the request, with the inevitable result that
war once more broke out between Denmark and the princes of north
Germany. Waldemar, aided by his nephew, the Welf Otto of Brunswick,
invaded"Holstein in the autumn of 1226. But after some initial success
he was decisively defeated at Bornhovede between Kiel and Lubeck
(22 July 1227).
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